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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



In accordance with 37 CFR §1.56 and §1.97 (b), the 
applicants wish to call the attention of the Examiner to the 
references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies of 
these references are submitted herewith. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,002,128 

Liquid Metal Gold Cluster Ion Gun for Improved 
Molecular Spectroscopy and Imaging, published 2002 



The aforementioned references were cited in the 
"Background of the Invention" section of the present 
application. Accordingly/ no further discussion is believed 
to be necessary. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,686,414 

"Cluster Formation Under Bombardment with Polyatomic 
Projectiles", R. Heinrich, A. Wucher, Elsevier Science B.V., 
2000, pp. 720-726 . 

"Cluster Impacts at keV and MeV Energies: Secondary 
Emission Phenomena", Yvon Le Beyec, Elsevier Science B.V., 
1998, pp. 101-117. 

Study of Bi n p+ Ions Formed In Liquid-Metal Ion Sources, 
Physical Review B, XP-002366516 , Vol. 35, No. 11, 15 April 
1987, pp. 5509-5513. 

"Spike Effects in Heavy-Ion Sputtering of Ag, Au and Pt 
Thin Films", S.S. Johar and D.A. Thompson, Surface Science 
XP-002366490 (1979) 319-330. 

The aforementioned references were cited in the 
International Search Report of July 1, 2004 of the 
corresponding International Application No. 

PCT/EP2004/007154 . A copy of this Report is also enclosed. 



2 



% 4 



Applicant respectfully requests that this prior art be 
considered during the examination of this application. 

No action has issued in the above- identified 
application therefore, it is respectfully submitted that no 
fee is due at this time under 37 CFR §1. 97(b). 



I hereby certify that thi8 correspondence 
is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Services as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: MAIL STOP PCT, 
Commissioner for Patents, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450 ON 




MILDE & HOFFBERG # LLP 

10 Bank Street - Ste, 460 

White Plains, NY 10606 



914-949-3100 



MAY 9, 2006 




Date 



MAY 9, 2006 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
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Translation is attached. 
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Liquid Metal Gold Cluster Ion Gun for Improved Molecular Spectroscopy 
and Imaging, published 2002. ION-TOF GmbH, MUENSTER GERMANY 








Cluster Formation Under Bombardment with Polyatomic Projectiles, R. 
Heinrich, A. Wucher, Elsevier Science B.V., 2000, pp. 720-726 








Cluster Impacts at keV and MeV Energies: Secondary Emission 
Phenomena, Yvon Le Beyec, Elsevier Science B.V., 1998, pp. 101-117 








Study of BinP+ Ions Formed In Liquid-Metal Ion Sources, Physical 
Review B, XP-002366516, Vol. 35, No. 1 1, 15 April 1987, pp. 5509-5513. 








Spike Effects in Heavy-Ion Sputtering of Ag, Au and Pt Thin Films", S.S. 
Johar and D.A. Thompson, Surface Science XP-002366490 (1979) 319-330 
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If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1 -800-786-9 199) and select option 2. 



